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Alive! Cover Picture
Here’s the Club’s Summy Lam 
(foreground) photographing DWP 
Landscaping Capital Group 
members (from left) Joseph 
Sanchez, Sr. Gardener; Chevo 
Serna, Gardener/Caretaker; 
Charlie Kagan, Sr. Park 
Maintenance Supervisor; 
and German Perez, 
Gardener/Caretaker.
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It’s summer here at Alive! – well, everywhere north of 
the equator – and that means lots of Club Members 

working on their lawns. I know I am. So that’s why we 
thought a story on the DWP Landscaping crew would fit 
right in. And it does, but it goes deeper than we were 
expecting. A story on the beauty of the earth turned out 
to have a serious ecological theme. More on that in a 
minute.

Here’s how it came about – the Gedina Bergstrom, 
Club Counselor, attended the dedication ceremony for 
the refurbished Centennial Garden project in Los Feliz 
last November. The DWP, noting the 100th anniversary 
of William Mulholland bringing water from the Owens 
Valley to LA, freshened up the gardens surrounding the 
Mulholland Fountain. Gedina was covering it for Alive!, 
and there she met Carlos Gomez, head of the DWP 
Landscaping crew that installed the revised garden. She 
thought the crew and its work would make a good story, 
and she was right. So it was scheduled for the summer, 
when things in the City would be in full bloom.

But the story, which we intended to be strong 
graphically, turned into something more interesting. 
There’s a lot more to what the Landscaping crew, also 
led by Charles Kagan, is up to. As we’re in a tough 
drought, their work has turned quite serious; with all the 
smart water savings they’re bringing about, beauty runs 
deeper than the dirt.

That’s what I love about celebrating the lives of City 
employees – has anyone done a story on how landscap-
ing in the City has become very serious business? Not 
that I’m aware of. Here’s a crew, working pretty quietly, 
and yet saving up to 70 percent of the water that the 
lawns used to use. That’s awesome.

While we’re on the subject, did you know the DWP 
will pay you to remove your thirsty lawn and replace it 
with more drought-tolerant designs? The DWP’s incen-
tive program is a good idea if it’s right for you; that’s up 
to you to decide. But if you’re interested, you’ll have to 
apply first online before you do anything else. Check it 
out if you want to; the Website is www.ladwp.com/CF

On another subject, Alive! is well known for the 
Christmas/New Year parties we chronicle in our January 
and February issues. It looks like we’ve found a summer 
party complement – the Baker to Vegas celebration par-
ties. It’s only right that the City’s public safety employ-
ees celebrate their great achievement after completing 
the grueling and notorious desert footrace. Thanks to 
Noelle Kauffman, Club Counselor, for bringing us this 
month’s fun stories and photos, and for our Arlene 
Herrero, Club Director of Product Development, who 
started this Alive! tradition a decade ago.

Congratulations to Paul Blount, Public Works’ 
Mulch Master, and great Club Member over the years (I 
was out of town), on his retirement. Whenever we would 
meet while we were producing a newspaper feature, 
I would always enjoy the stories he told. Paul, thanks 
for your service to our country and our City, and have a 
great retirement.

Congratulations also to Club Counselor Jackie 
Causillas, who tied the knot with LAPD Municipal 
Senior Lead Police Officer Isaac Burciaga. We’re happy 
for you both, and wish you a great life together.

Before I go, I recommend you attend the 150th anni-
versary celebration of the Banning Residence Museum 
in Wilmington; the details are in this month’s story. 
Michael Sanborn and Melanie Streitfeld put on a 
great event. It will be a lot of fun, and the museum is a 
real City treasure. Go and have fun!

Speaking of fun – have a fantastic 
and meaningful Fourth of July with 
your family, and enjoy your sum-
mer.

A Message From the CEO

Beauty Deeper
Than the Dirt
by John Hawkins,  
President and CEO, The Club

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com

With the Club’s John Burnes (left) and Robert Larios (right) are (from 
left) DWP Landscaping’s Carlos Gomez, David Vara and Charles Kagan.


