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From left: Airport Police Capt. Greg Staar, Assistant Chief Michael Hyams, Officers Ignacio Romo and Jasmin Mendez-
Chavez, Assistant Chief Ethel McGuire, Chief Patrick M. Gannon, and Capt. Tyrone Stallings. 

New Airport  
Police Officers
Dept. graduates two from Police Academy.

A graduation ceremony held Jan. 27 at the 
Los Angeles Police Academy at Elysian 

Park marked the start of a career with the 
Airport Police Division for Officers Jasmin 
Mendez-Chavez and Ignacio Romo.

Among the 25 graduates of Class 8-13, 
Officer Mendez-Chavez, the Class President, 
delivered the graduation speech. Mendez-
Chavez ranked second overall in academics. 
Officer Romo, the Class Treasurer, ranked 
number one overall in academics as well as 
number one for Report Writing. The remaining 
23 graduates went on to assignments with 
the LAPD.

Airport Police Chief Patrick M. Gannon 
performed the swearing-in of the new officers, 
saying, “I am very proud of Officers Mendez-
Chavez and Romo for the exceptional com-
mitment they have shown during their time at 
the academy. Both have demonstrated great 
leadership ability and their high rankings are 

evidence that hard work and dedication is 
rewarded. I am proud to welcome them to the 
ranks of the Airport Police Division. I commend 
them on their accomplishments.” 

Airport Police Officer Adela Lopez, the 
lead Drill Instructor (DI) the entire six month 
training for Class 8-13, led the 25 recruits from 
the initial marching point onto the academy 
graduating grounds for the commencement of 
the ceremony. Also in attendance were Deputy 
Executive Director Arif Alikhan, Assistant 
Chiefs Michael Hyams and Ethel McGuire, 
Captains Greg Staar and Tyrone Stallings, Lt. 
Edward Trahan and a host of other Airport 
Police personnel. 

Both officers Mendez-Chavez and Romo are 
expected to complete a six-month field training 
program specific to airport law enforcement 
under the guidance of a field training officer 
before being assigned to the Patrol Services 
Section.

Story by Sgt. Belinda Nettles, Airport Police, Club Member;  
Photos by Officer Darrius Lewis, Airport Police

Airports

Rest Insured
BY JEFF GELINEAU
Vice President of United Agencies, 
 The Club’s Auto and  
 Home Insurance Partner

Be safe and have fun!

About United Agencies
United Agencies is the Club’s Partner is helping members with 
their home and car insurance, and related products. Feel free 
to call us with any questions about rental cars, auto insur-
ance, or any other topic. We specialize in creating personal 
relationships with our customers, and serving their needs in  
a prompt, efficient and friendly manner.

Call our office today at (888) 801-5522.

Check out the City Employees Club page on the United 
Agencies Website: www.ua-insurance.com/city-club

Have a question? 
Is there something about insur-
ance that you’ve always wanted 
to know, but were too ashamed 
to ask? Maybe something that 
you’ve just always been curious 
about? Feel free to send me an 
email at jeffg@ua-insurance.com,  
and I will try to answer your 
question in one of our monthly 
columns.

Can you believe that 
summer is not that 

far away, and the kids are 
thinking about swimming 
once again? If you are con-
sidering adding a pool to 
your yard, or you have one 
already, here are some 
things to consider. 

Pools and Insurance
All pools — from a 

simple above ground kiddy 
pool to an aquatic extrava-
ganza — can be dangerous 
and need to be properly 
insured and comply with 
local safety standards.

According to the Center 
for Disease Control, more 
than 3,200 people drown 
each year. Among children, 
ages one to four, most 
drowned in residential 
swimming pools. Most of 
these young children had 
been out of sight for less 
than five minutes and were in the care of 
one or both parents at the time. 

If you plan to purchase a pool, the I.I.I. 
suggests that you:

n Contact your town or city. Each town 
will have its own definition of a “pool,” 
often based on its size and water 
depth. If the pool you are planning to 
buy meets the definition, then you must 
comply with local safety standards and 
building codes. This may include install-
ing a fence of a certain size, locks, 
decks and pool safety equipment.

n Call your insurance agent. Let your 
insurance agent know that you have a 
pool, since it will increase your liability 
risk. Pools are considered an “attractive 
nuisance” and it may be advisable to 
purchase additional liability insurance. 
Most homeowners policies include a 
minimum of $100,000 worth of liability 
protection. Pool owners, however, may 
want to consider increasing the amount 
to $300,000 or $500,000.

You may want to talk to your agent or 
company representative about purchas-
ing an umbrella liability policy. For an 
additional premium of about $200 to $300 
a year, you get $1 million of liability pro-
tection over and above what you have on 
your home. It would also provide added 
liability protection when you drive. 

If the pool itself is expensive, or if you 
decide to install an in-ground structure, 
you should also have enough insurance 
protection to replace it in the event it is 
destroyed by a storm or other disaster.

Pool Safety Tips
Here are some pool safety tips you 

should follow:

n Put fencing around the pool area to 
keep people from using the pool with-
out your knowledge. In addition to the 
fences or other barriers required by 
many towns, consider creating “layers 
of protection” around the pool, i.e. 

setting up as many barriers as possible 
(door alarms, locks and safety covers) 
to the pool area when not in use.

n Never leave small children unsuper-
vised—even for a few seconds. And 
never leave toys or floats in the pool 
when not in use as they may prove to 
be a deadly temptation for toddlers try-
ing to reach them.

n Keep children away from pool filters 
and other mechanical devices as the 
suction force may injure them or pre-
vent them from surfacing. In case of an 
emergency, know how to shut off these 
devices and clearly post this informa-
tion for easy use.

n Be sure all pool users know how to 
swim. Learners should be accompa-
nied by a good swimmer. If you have 
children, have them take swimming 
lessons as early as possible.

n Don’t swim alone or allow others to 
swim alone.

n Check the pool area regularly for glass 
bottles, toys or other potential accident 
hazards.

n Keep CD players, radios and other 
electrical devices away from pools or 
nearby wet surfaces.

n Don’t allow anyone who has been 
drinking alcohol to use the pool.

n Pay attention to the weather. Excessive 
heat can cause dizziness, which can  be 
dangerous around a pool. And never 
swim during rain or lightning storms.

n Never dive into an above-ground pool, 
and check the water depth before 
plunging into an in-ground pool. Keep 
clear of the area near a diving board.

n Don’t swim if you’re tired or have just 
finished eating.

n In the event of an accident, clearly post 
emergency numbers on the phone. 
Keep a first-aid kit, ring buoys and 
reaching poles near the pool. You may 
also want to consider basic first aid and 
CPR training.

Is It Safe to Go
Back in the Water?




