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N THIS ISSUE A Message From the CEO
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Glory Is in
20 Cover Story: The D_Etails
All About Sanitation By Jobn Hawkin, e Club

The LA Environmental Learning Center at Hyperion remember exactly what | was doing when | stepped

back and said, whoa, this ELC is awesome.
Our new good friend Ron Mayuyu, Manager of the
Los Angeles Environmental Learning Center at Hyperion

encourages smarter living.

6 Goodbye, Greg (the ELC for short), was giving us a tour of this new edu-
Greg Robinson, Club Member, cational facility. | was checking out the Sanitation refuse
retires from Public Works/Street truck in one of the exhibits — the green truck you can see
Services after 30 years of City behind us in the photo at the bottom of pages 26 and 27.
service. I was looking at a hinge on the back of the truck, thinking,

wow, this is a brand new truck, all clean and detailed. And
10 Barbecues then | remembered - this thing isn’t real at all. It's only a
Airports Maintenance Division sl Imtocliell, art“.j yteht f‘(’jr? Tor?‘iﬂt' 'EES? forgotten. | was
; completely lost in the details of the ELC!
hosts series of thank-you barbecues. That's just one of the things | love about the ELC. Yes
’ yes, the message is strong and clear, that we will all have
19 Zoo S LAIR . to be more aware of our precious resources (at home, the
Zoo wins marketing award for Hawkins family is already more aware, thanks to the ELC).
LAIR exhibit. But the craftsmanship in the ELC is truly incredible, and
the attention to detail is astounding. My hat's off to the
30 LAFD’s Bravest team that made it happen.

Fire Dept. honors those who | encourage everyone to visit the ELC and learn about
performed heroic acts. being better stewards of the environment. Because it's
designed mostly for students, it's open only on weekdays.
34 Holiday Happenings And you have to make reservations in advance. But it's
Alive! rounds up the best of the all WOI‘Fh it for Fhe impqrtant message. And for the crafts-

City-sponsored events. manship. Nice job, Public Works!

Visits like the one | made to the ELC are fun for an-

. . other reason - we get to catch up (sometimes by sur-
C|ty Department Cove rage Sections & Columns prise) with Club Members showing off what they do. We
caught up with all-around great guy Paul Blount, who

graced our cover several years ago. And then we ran into

The Club i
: AQVENTUFES WIth Hal....oooooooiis 14 Chermaine Fontenette, who's the self-proclaimed
Club Angels helps those in need...........cccccoevverreierennnee. 35 ) s e )
. ) Alive! Around the WOorld ..o 33 Princess of Sanitation” and always a blast of fresh air. Here
Holiday events around the City ........cccccoovrvvciincninne. 34-35 ) are a couple of photos that help explain what | mean
The Club is gearing up its annual Holiday Toy Drive ......35  BEAMVE! i 18 '
Aging City Employees at WOrK ...........ccoeorneeninieerreeeeenee 19
Dept. can help family Caregivers. ..........ccccooveververresrean 9 ClIaSSIfIEAS ......cooiviiiiii e, 43
Airports CIUD STOTE ... 47
Lt. Michael Vaccariello graduates from academy ............ 46 Cooking with The CIUD ... 41
Maintenance Division hosts employee bbq’s........... 10-11 DEALNS ..o 37
Convention Center HIStOrY COMES ANVE! ..o 17
Council signs AEG to run the facility privately................ 9 LEHEOIS e 5
Council PEACE OF MING.......ovoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 36
82nd Christmas Parade returns to Hollywood ... . picture Perfect 3
Tom LaBonge celebrates a milestone birthday ................ T T —— Chermaine Fontenette
LAFD Question of the Month ..o 5 showing off her custom Sanitation Jacket.
Fire Dept. honors 39 of its bravest ...........cccccoou.... 30-32 REUICES SECUOM....vvvvssvvvrssvvrs e 12-16 The ELC has just begun, but this issue marks the end-
Public Works RELITEMENTS. ..o 15 ing of a couple of things. First, which is not news by now,
; ) ) Reviews: Movies, Theatre, Books & Video Games.......... 39 is that the City has given management of the Convention
Greg Robinson retires from Street Services................... 6 Around T . Center to an outside organization. A lot of years of great
Rec & Parks Seen AroUNd TOWN..........c.coovveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese e 0 work by City Employees are now relegated mostly to the
Cabrillo set to celebrate Whale Fiesta........c.cocovveeen... 38 Smart Moves: Dearborn INSUrance ... 40 past. We checked in with good Club friends Rey Castro,
Downtown on Ice returns for 16th year......................... 35 Luis Agu“ar and Adria Ybarra, and it seems like they
Drum Barracks Museum has Civil War-era Christmas.....34 will all land on their feet. That’s good news. But it's still a
Victorian Christmas at the Banning Museum.................. 34 little sad. We'll do more on this in the future.
It also seems to be the end of the fun Griffith Park
RLACEI . _ Travel Town Train Museum trip to the North Pole for
Ken Spiker honored with room naming...............c..c....... 16 F or Reti rees Christmas. I've loved Travel Town since | was a little kid
Z00 growing up in the Valley. We don’t know why this holiday
LAIR exhibit Wins marketing award .................... 19 Best Years Pages 12-16 attraction is not running this year; maybe somebody can
tell us. Unfortunately this goes along with the DWP end-
ing its annual Holiday Lights display, also in Griffith Park, a
few years ago. I'll make an early Christmas wish now that
Advertiser's Index they both come back sometime soon.
AMC Theatres...........coovvivnnnn.. 44 SPrint. ... 46 iSlipTuff Cleaner ........................ 7 Speakmg_ @ that — [ Wi CATEES S0 a.gam'
) ; Can you believe it? Honestly, | loooove what Mariana
Blind Children's Center ................. 40 United Agencies Inc. Insurance .......... 7 Mishgienterprises Jewelry & Clothing... . . . 7 Guevara and the crew at the Club Store have added
DWP Federal Credit Union ............... 2 Club Featured Busin MJP Clinic Acupuncture................. 7 this year — tigket bundles. Prepackaged, pr(?-priced at the
Global Rings Jewelry................... 37 Computer Repair Shop. .................. 7 Palmer Woodworks Design & Cabinetry ... 7 g':eat Club dlSCOun;Ej, and relady to go.c\jNhat SknOt to Igve'?
Rosebud Marketing .................... 40 Jennio's On-Site Taco Bars............... 7 Rosebud Marketing ..................... 7 It's an awesome idea. | always need stocking stuffers,

and these are perfect! They're available at different pric-
es (always with the Club discount), and for different the-
atre chains. And they're pre-packaged in cool Christmas
boxes. So stop in, pick up a few, and make your life a
whole lot easier.

- - Oh, and before | forget, | want to wish a happy birth-
Allve_’ Beh | nd the Scenes day to our favorite Councilman and Club Member, Mr. LA
. . Tom LaBonge. | wish | could bundle his energy and en-
Alive! Cover Picture thusiasm. All the best, Tom... we wish you many, many
more.

Things that are new, things that have ended; impor-
tant birthdays that pass by, and holidays on the horizon:
Time marches on for us all, doesn't it? Let's be thankful
for those things that we have right now, in this moment.
Friends and family, roofs over our heads, and enough to
get by — being happy is often as simple as being grateful.
When we say thanks, we breathe easier and we smile
more.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.

Here's Ron Mayuyu (left), Environmental
Engineering Associate IV and manager of
Sanitation’s Los Angeles Environmental
Learning Center at Hyperion (ELC), being
photographed at one of the ELC's outside
exhibits by the Club’s Summy Lam.

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com



