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aSSiStant chief: 

On March 21, Michael Hillmann, a 44-year 
law enforcement veteran, was appointed 
Assistant Chief of Los Angeles Port Police, 
a new post for the organization. Harbor 
Commission President Cindy Miscikowski 
swore Hillmann in during ceremo-
nies at the Commission meeting.

“Attracting someone with 
as much expertise as Michael 
Hillmann is a coup for the Los 
Angeles Port Police,” said Chief 
Ronald Boyd. “We are fortunate 
to gain an individual whose law 
enforcement knowledge has been 
studied and applied around the 
world.”

Hillmann served 42 years of ser-
vice with the LAPD, most recently 
as deputy chief. During his tenure 
with LAPD, he was assigned to a 
variety of commands that included 
Metropolitan Division, SWAT and 
Air Support Division. He was promoted from 
Lieutenant to Captain in 1996 and appoint-
ed Deputy Chief of Police in 2002, later to 
implement and command the LAPD’s Special 
Operations Bureau.

After retiring from LAPD in 2008, Hillmann 

was selected as Assistant Sheriff for the Orange 
County Sheriff-Coroner Department, where 
he served until 2010. His commands included 
field and investigative operations, emergency 
preparedness, mutual aid coordination, spe-
cial operations, critical incident management, 
airborne operations, counter-terrorism intel-
ligence, and other investigative units.

Hillmann holds a 
Bachelor of arts degree from 
the University of Redlands 
in public service manage-
ment. He is also a published 
author of several tactical 
articles addressing SWAT, 
crisis negotiation, critical 
incident decision-making, 
airborne law enforcement 
operations, crowd manage-
ment, and use of force.

The Los Angeles Port 
Police is one of the nation’s 
few police forces dedicated 

exclusively to seaport activities. Founded in 
1911, the agency enforces all federal, state, and 
local laws applicable to Port responsibilities, 
including cargo protection, pollution inves-
tigation, vessel traffic control and narcotics 
interdiction.
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Michael Hillmann.
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