People We See

{ Who are the people you see every day’? }

in downtown Los Angeles.
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e in August 2010.

ke for Thomas!

Thomas’ bike was stolen, and
one has been donated to him.
— See the story on page 15. {

AGE: “T'm 54.”

BIRTHPLACE: “Los Angeles.”
MARITAL STATUS: “I'm
divorced. T have a 13-year-old
daughter that I really love

and would like to see, but my
condition doesn’t really war-
rant that.”

FAMILY: “I have two sisters and
one brother. I am the oldest.”
ARE YOUR PARENTS
DIVORCED? “Yes. Before they
died, they were divorced.”
MILITARY SERVICE: “I was in
the [U.S.] Navy for three years.
I was assigned to the USS Carl
Vinson, a Nimitz-class super
carrier.”

WHEN DID YOU MOVE TO LOS
ANGELES? “I was born here in
County General.”

EDUCATION: “I graduated from
high school, but that’s it.”
FAVORITE CHILDHOOD
MEMORY: “Oh man! My best
memory is when I rode my
dad’s Harley-Davidson. . . at
nine years old!”

AWARDS OR MEDALS: “I have
trophies and stuff from high
school.”

RELIGION: “I believe in Jesus,
but that’s about it.”

FRIENDS: “I have lots of
friends, but mainly stick to
myself.”

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? “I don't
want to give away my location
because it’s in a really quiet
out-of-the-way place, but I live
in a tent and it’s somewhere
downtown.”

HOW DID YOU END UP ON
THE STREETS? “About 15 years
ago my grandmother died.
That really tore me up and sent
me into a strong depression.
Then I got divorced and it went
downhill from there. Alcohol
has not helped the situation,
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that’s for sure.”

WHAT WAS THE LAST JOB YOU
HAD? “Occasionally I work
out in Vegas, building big ad
signs.”

FAVORITE PLACE IN THE CITY:

“McArthur Park.”

FAVORITE SPORT: “I used to
play baseball.”

FAVORITE ACTOR:

“Nicolas Cage.”

FAVORITE ACTRESS:

“Demi Moore.”

FAVORITE MOVIE:

“Ocean’s Eleven or Face-Off."
FAVORITE TV SHOW:
“Definitely 7 Zove Lucy.”
FAVORITE CANDY:

“I love Hershey’s Kisses.”
FAVORITE MUSIC:

“Classic rock.”

LAST BOOK READ:

“Red Dragon.”

ADVICE FOR EVERYDAY
PEOPLE: “Smile back.”

LAST THING EATEN: “I had a
Whopper from Burger King.
No cheese.”

ON MEDICATION? “No.”
WHO OR WHAT ORGANIZA-
TION HAS BEEN THE BIGGEST
HELP TO YOU? “The Midnight
Mission, but the problem with
the missions is that more and
more they want something in
return, like your soul.”

IF YOU COULD WISH FOR
ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT
BE? “My life back.”

IF YOU HAD $1 MILLION,
WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH
IT? “Give it to my daughter.”
IF YOU WERE THE MAYOR OF
LOS ANGELES, WHAT WOULD
YOU DO TO HELP THE HOME-
LESS? “I would keep the cops
off my back, you know, limit
the harassment.”

MOST PRIZED POSSESSION:
“My blanket.”

The Club gave Ron shaving cream, a toothbrush and toothpaste, soap,
two pairs of socks, shampoo, hand wipes, some food, $20 and
some bottled water.

The interview took place July 15 on Main Street
between Third and Fourth Streets downtown
by Noah Hawkins, son of John Hawkins.
Photos by Jobn Hawkins, Member Services Director

In this monthly feature, Club CEO John Hawkins, Director of Member Services
Angel Gomez, introduce you to people you see every day, but you might not
know who they are. The Club reminds you that we all have names and

stories to tell.
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