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Commendations must be given to the City
Employees Club of Los Angeles and its

inspiring President and CEO, John Hawkins,
for delivering 100 months of the City of Los
Angeles’ newspaper, Alive!, for and about the
employees of the great City of Los Angeles.
For this remembrance, I decided to look back
at my thoughts and feelings over the years
being given this monumental honor to re-cre-
ate the incredible history of this unbelievable
city, Los Angeles, by John Hawkins and the
City Employees Club.

I was born and lived in Salt Lake City for
43 years. I am not a Mormon. But because of
my innate tendency toward historical meth-
ods, I fell madly in love with many of the same
historical concepts that the Mormons live by.
Of course, I did not truly realize this until 
I moved to the Los Angeles area in late
August 1978. 

I must be honest – at first, before moving
here, I didn’t believe Angelenos cared much
about their history. I also felt that any build-
ing in this City more than 15 years old was
destroyed. Since then, of course, I have
learned differently, with one exception! That
will come later.

When I moved to the L.A. area, it was
because I wanted a second master’s degree in
library science from USC, which I did receive.
In a million years, I had never considered
what reality had in store for me! 

In Salt Lake, prior to my leaving there, 
I received my first master’s degree in the his-
tory of the Jews of the Intermountain West
from 1826-99. At the same time, I worked for
the University of Utah’s archives and records
management program. 

While working on my first master’s
thesis, I ran across a young man,
Herman Silver, who was about 18
years old and came from
Hamburg, Germany. His par-
ents sent him to America
because he had a history of
chest congestion problems.
At that time, circa 1898,
many hospitals in the States
were treating this common
problem. Nevertheless,
Herman survived and
moved to Denver, Colo.,
where he became an
accomplished citizen in both profession-
al and religious milieus. He eventually
moved to the Los Angeles area, where
he became a City Councilman, twice
(1896-1900) and the first President of
the Water Commission circa 1900. Oh,
and by the way, Silver Lake was named
after Herman Silver.

Finally, this is where I came into
the picture, and my life was changed
forever. Herman Silver continued to
fascinate me. I wanted to know more
about him here in L.A. On July 5,
1979, I decided to find out what
records the City Clerk’s Office had
on Herman. When I arrived at the
Clerk’s Office, I was sent to the vault
in the Office, where many historical
records were kept. First, I was
shocked to find out the City had any
historical documentation. Second, I
had come from Salt Lake City,
where historical records were

shelved, but there was no one in the L.A.
facility protecting and/or cataloging them, like
in Salt Lake City.

Finally, I found a bound copy of the Star
newspaper, the oldest City of Los Angeles
paper. I was perusing it when a man came up

to the vault and introduced himself as the
Assistant City Clerk, William (Bill)

Ashdown. We started talking and
discovered we had both come
from Utah. After much conver-
sation, he told me that their
Office wrote a Federal
Humanities grant to request
an eight-month archivist to

come to the City of Los
Angeles to give an overview of
its historical records in the
City. He then asked me what
my professional background
was. I told him. He wanted

my business card; I told him I didn’t have
business cards. He asked me if I would
like to apply for the position. All I could
say was, “Is the Pope Catholic?”

In November 1979, the grant was
approved. I have no idea how many peo-
ple applied; I was told about 100. I real-
ly don’t know. I was in Library School at
USC. Sometime in January or February
1980, I was interviewed for the City
Archivist position. The first week in
March, I was called out of my class-
room for a telephone call. I was then
told that I was the first Archivist for
the City of Los Angeles!

My life changed in a few
moments. I continued my master’s
thesis in library science; I graduated
in early 1981. Also, I was performing
my eight-month grant from the
Federal government, and learning
fabulous information about the city.
After the grant was completed, I was

hired to be the official City Archivist. I held
that position for five years. I then became the
City’s Records Management Officer and
Archivist. It was a whirlwind time for me.

Finally, a few years later, I met John
Hawkins. I can’t tell you when, but it also
became another focal point in my life. He
and, I believe John Burnes, the Alive! editor,
took me out to lunch to ask me to write a
monthly historical article about the “City’s
History.” I was thrilled and said yes immedi-
ately. There is much raw historical material in
this City, and I want to share it with the peo-
ple, especially children, who need to know
who they were and are so they know where
they are going. Thank you, John Hawkins and
John Burnes. The two of you changed my life.
[You’re welcome! – Ed.]

Earlier in this article, I use the phrase,
“That will come later.” Later is now here. I
love this City with a passion. What I do not
understand is why we the second largest city
in this nation has no City of Los Angeles
Museum of History. We have many commu-
nity museums, which are wonderful. But the
City as a whole deserves its own museum in
the Pico House in the El Pueblo Historical
Monument.

Thanks for reading!

by Hynda Rudd,
City Archivist (Retired),

and Club Member

Hynda and History
n Hynda Rudd recalls how she came to write this column, and loving Los Angeles.

n History of City governmentto become a nonfiction bookfor the first time.

The history of Los Angeles city govern-ment dates back to April 4, 1850,when it became an incorporated city.Over the course of those 155 years, therunning of City government was held infive different official City buildings begin-ning in 1853. Unofficial story has it thatthe first three years the CommonCouncil (as it was originally called) met invarious homes of the local inhabitants,which numbered about 1600 within itsjurisdictions.
The complete recorded history of LosAngeles City government can be found inthe Los Angeles City Archives within theCity Clerk’s Records ManagementDivision at Piper Technical Center. AsCity archivist and then records manage-ment officer, I felt it was important forcitizens, researchers, scholars and govern-mental employees to know about thedynamic government history of thenation’s second largest city. Thus wasborn the two-volume work entitled TheEvolution of Los Angeles CityGovernment: An InstitutionalMemory, 1850-2000. This work will bepublished later this year. The following isa capsule overview of the project.An ambitious seven-year project tonarrate the history of Los Angeles Citygovernment is moving close to comple-tion with 24 chapters, prologue, epilogueand appendices comprising the two-vol-ume work. No comprehensive govern-mental history of the nation’s secondlargest city has previously been written,leaving a gap in the historical record ofUnited States urban development. Thismassive study is intended to serve thatneed. It also provides specific reasons forcreation of the great variety of councils

and commissions, departments and divi-sions, that came into being over a timespan of 150 years, and profiles of theleaders who made them succeed or fail.Sponsored by the Los Angeles CityHistorical Society, the history examinesall aspects of the City, such as its struc-ture, constitution, administration,finances, courts, public safety, health,education, recreation, parks, libraries,harbors and airports, and water supply.Additionally, it examines planning enter-prises dealing with development, trans-portation, housing and human services.Unique aspects are inclusion of chapterson population changes, ethnicity, inter-governmental relations and global influ-ences on City government.It is the work of more than 30 authors,all prominent interpreters of their areas,and eight associate editors. The authorsinclude established historians, politicalscientists, educators and governmentaladministrators who were experts in thetopics assigned to them. A prologue andepilogue were written, respectively, by Dr.Doyce B.Nunis Jr., longtime editor of theSouthern California Historical Quarterly,and Dr. Raphael Sonenshein, distin-guished California State University,Fullerton political scientist and executivedirector of the City of Los AngelesAppointed Charter Reform Commission.This publication will contribute to a farbetter understanding of the developmentof the City and provide the necessaryknowledge and perspective for determin-ing its future. It should, therefore, appealto a wide variety of groups and individu-als throughout Southern California.Because of the book’s unique structure,its utility for comparison to other metro-politan areas, and the current growingnational interest in Los Angeles, it will bea valuable tool for scholars and govern-mental officials nationwide and be alibrary fixture.
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February 2005: Hynda’s second column.
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Herman Silver.

From Jan 2005:
The Archive team: Jay Jones, Acting Archivist; Todd Gaydowski, Records Management Officer; 

and Hynda Rudd, retired City Archivist.
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New Column
to Connect
Club With
City’s Rich
History
It is with great pride that I formally

introduce you to the Los Angeles City

Archives. This is the first of many articles

relating interesting and historical infor-

mation about our City government.

My name is Hynda L. Rudd. I

became the first City

Archivist in 1980; this was

during the celebration of

the City’s bicentennial. My

employment was with the

City Clerk’s Office. I was

City Archivist from 1980-85.

I then became the Records

Management Officer from 1986-

2001. Within the scope of this time peri-

od, I began to realize that the City of Los

Angeles had one of the finest municipal

archival collections anywhere in this

country. My disappointment has always

been that this archival collection never

received its full recognition. I hope these

future articles will help to broaden the

history of this incredible city.

Every month here in Alive!, I hope to

share with you, fellow Club member,

another historical aspect of our fine city,

courtesy a record or two from the City

Archives. I’m really looking forward to it.

The purpose of the City Archives’

Historical Records Program is to identify,

collect and preserve records of historical

significance originated by City govern-

ment. The City Archives represents the

most unique and esteemed component of

the City’s Records Management Program.

The City Archives wants to inform

researchers not affiliated with the City

government about the nature of the insti-

tution, and the resources that are available

to the public. While a body of government

records collectively known as the “City

archives” has existed since the 1830s, the

City Archives as stated above was estab-

lished in 1980.

Historically, the Los Angeles City

Clerk’s Office has assumed responsibility

for keeping official City records and mak-

ing them available to the public as well as

to City officials and employees. This

responsibility was outlined in the first

City Charter of 1876, and continued in

the Charters of 1889, 1925 and 2000.

While the City Archives has records from

as early as 1827, the great bulk of the

records are from the 20th century.

They include records of the Los

Angeles City Council Minutes; City

Council Petitions and Files; past and cur-

rent versions of the City Charter;

Administrative and Municipal Codes;

Contracts; Deeds to and from the City;

Election Files (Precinct maps

from 1908 to present);

Departmental Annual

Reports; maps; photo-

graphs; financial reports

and ledgers of the City

Auditor, City Controller

and Treasurer; and local

municipality records from

Eagle Rock, Hollywood, San

Pedro, Tujunga, Venice, Watts

and Wilmington prior to their becoming

part of the City of Los Angeles. Also

included are office files of Mayor Yorty, a

little of Norris Poulson, and those of

Richard Riordan. There are files of many

of the Council Members from Tom

Bradley and Art Snyder to the present.

The staff of the City Archives has pre-

pared finding aids and inventories that

index the historical records of City

Departments, City Council and Mayor.

Reference service is the top priority of

the City Archives. Questions and com-

ments regarding the program are wel-

comed, and the user is invited to make

use of the resources for research purpos-

es. The City Archives and the City

Records Center are in the C. Erwin Piper

Technical Center at 555 Ramirez Street,

Space 320, Los Angeles, CA 90012. The

facility is open Monday through Friday

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Contact Todd

Gaydowski, City Records Management

Officer at (213) 485-8783 or Jay Jones,

acting City Archivist at (213) 485-3512

for further assistance.

See you next month!
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January 2005: Hynda’s first column.
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