
www.cityemployeesclub.com January 2010 39

Story and photos courtesy Public Works

Three City of Los Angeles Public Works proj-
ects were awarded as outstanding, at the

10th annual awards luncheon held by the
American Public Works Association Dec. 10.

The three projects are:
n Public Works/ Engineering’s Anthony C.

Beilenson Universal Access Playground;
n Public Works/Engineering’s Olympic Police

Station; and
n Public Works Week Employee Recognition.

The local chapter of the association recog-
nized 25 outstanding public works projects and
three top public works leaders in Southern
California. The annual awards and recognition
ceremony underscores the importance of public
works in daily life and efforts of public works
professionals to provide an enhanced quality of
life for each citizen and community.

3 Projects Awarded
American Public Works Assn. names three L.A. projects as
‘outstanding’ in annual ceremony.

PUBLIC WORKS

City Engineer Gary Lee Moore (center) holds the plaque commemorating the award for the Olympic Police Station proj-
ect as being recognized as a 2009 Public Works project of the year.

Public Works’ Employee Recognition program was noted
for its excellence.
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REST INSURED

The first question we should ask this
month is, “What is an umbrella?”

We’re talking insurance, of course.
The umbrella liability policy gets its

name because this policy comes down on
top of your other policies and “covers”
them (and therefore you). Umbrella
insurance is “over-and-above” coverage.
An umbrella policy doesn’t replace your
homeowners or car insurance, but it
extends them to cover liability claims in
excess of the amount your “underlying”
policies cover.

No one plans on having a bad acci-
dent, and we certainly hope you don’t.
But in today’s society, the amount that
you could be sued for can easily run into
the millions. 

If you own a pool, a trampoline or a
dog, experts say you absolutely need
umbrella insurance. If you own an edgy
cat, collect guns, have a child who plays
football, or tend to bump into things in
the supermarket parking lot, you need
umbrella insurance, also. 

Another benefit of an umbrella liabil-
ity policy is that a good policy can actual-
ly provide you coverage for things that
you don’t have coverage for elsewhere. If
you ever rent a Jet Ski or a boat while on
vacation, or borrow your neighbor’s
scooter for a spin around the neighbor-
hood, then you will benefit from knowing
that often your umbrella policy can pro-
vide coverage for these exposures also.

When an individual decides to sue you
after slipping on your sidewalk, being bit-
ten by your shepherd, getting in the way
of your ninth hole tee shot, or being side-
swiped by your Suburban, their attorney
will look for “deep pockets.” Your assets,
your earnings and even your future earn-
ings potential will be closely scrutinized.

If you own a home in Southern
California, a sailboat, a chunk of Google
stock, or just hold a degree, you are well
worth going after. The attorney will try to
get the lion’s share of the settlement from
other players, perhaps the crew who put
down the sidewalk or the golf course’s
architect, but he/she still will try to shake
a few bucks loose from you. And while
these dollars might not mean much in
terms of the overall settlement, to you
they could mean the loss of your home,
your savings and part of a paycheck for
years to come.

Umbrella liability policies generally
are written in increments of $1 million
and are surprisingly affordable. Some
policies cover legal expenses, and some
do not. Be sure to cover legal expenses if
you can, as they can be exorbitant. Every
policy has exclusions; read them carefully
because they can put large holes in your
safety net. If damages caused by certain
breeds of dog is not covered, for instance,
and you own that dog, then that policy is
not for you.

For about $200 to $300 per year, you
can buy a $1 million personal umbrella
liability policy. The next million will cost
about $75, and $50 for every million after
that. In the big picture, they are extreme-
ly affordable.

Because the personal umbrella policy
goes into effect after the underlying cov-
erage is exhausted, there are certain lim-
its that usually must be met to purchase
this coverage. Most insurers will want
you to have about $250,000 of liability
insurance on your auto policy and
$300,000 of liability insurance on your
homeowners policy before selling you an
umbrella liability policy for $1 million of
additional coverage.

Feel free to call our agency if you
have any questions about what all this
means to you, would like to know what it
would cost to buy an umbrella liability
through us, or would like a question
answered on any type of insurance.

United Agencies is the Club’s Partner
is helping members with their home and
auto insurance and related products. We
specialize in creating personal relation-
ships with our customers, and serving
their needs in a prompt, efficient and
friendly manner.

Call us today at (888) 801-5522.
United Agencies Burbank. (CA License
# 0252636.) 

Have a question? Is there some-
thing about insurance that you’ve always
wanted to know, but were too ashamed
to ask? Maybe something that you’ve just
always been curious about? Feel free to
send me an email at jgelineau@uniteda-
gencies.com, and I will try to answer your
question in one of our monthly columns.

Be safe and have fun!

Call United Agencies Burbank today at (888) 801-5522. 
CA License # 0252636

Is It Time for
An Umbrella?

Word to the
Wise:

Don’t Forget Your Valentine!
(Club Store Has Your Back)

See pages  58-63
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