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This month, I am very happy to show you the
USS Midway. The USS Midway is on San Diego Bay
in downtown San Diego, minutes away from the San
Diego International Airport, the Port of San Diego
Cruise Terminal, the downtown Gaslamp District,
and all the other downtown attractions.

USS Midway was an aircraft carrier of the
United States Navy, the lead ship of her class, and
the first to be commissioned after the end of World
War II. She was active in the Vietnam War and in
Operation Desert Storm.

She is the only remaining U.S. aircraft carrier of
the World War II era that is not an Essex-class ship.

Midway was laid down October 27, 1943 by
Newport News Shipbuilding Co., Newport News,
Va. Her revolutionary hull design was based on
what would have been the Montana class battleships
and gave her superior maneuverability over all pre-
vious carriers. She was launched March 20, 1945
and commissioned Sept. 10, 1945 with Capt. Joseph
F. Bolger in command.

When christened in 1945, the USS Midway
became the largest ship in the world for the next 10
years and the first too large to pass through the
Panama Canal. The Midway was the first steel-deck
carrier in the Navy and would serve an unprece-
dented 47 years. No other aircraft carrier matches

the 47-year record of the USS
Midway.

The Midway was the first Navy
carrier homeported abroad. From
1973 to 1991, Midway sailors
called Yokosuka, Japan their home.

The Midway was the most sophisticated and power-
ful ship in the world at the time, with a crew of more
than 4,500.

Dimensions:

The ship is 1,001 feet in length, the same length
as its berth along Navy Pier 11A in San Diego Bay.
It displaced 45,000 tons at commissioning in 1945,
and 74,000 tons at decommissioning in 1992.

It’s conventionally powered, producing 212,000
horsepower by 12 boilers. It produces enough elec-
trical power to support a city of 1 million. Each of
four, 18-foot propellers weighed 22 tons. Maximum
speed was 33 knots.

CREW: 4,500
MONTHLY PAYROLL: $1.2 million
TELEPHONES: 1,500
MILES OF PIPING: 200
MILES OF COPPER CONDUCTOR: 3,000
SHIP FUEL CAPACITY: 2.23 million gallons
JET FUEL CAPACITY: 1.24 million gallons
FRESH WATER PRODUCED: 240,000 gallons daily

Exhibits and Activities:

Exhibits range from the crew’s sleeping quarters

to a massive galley, engine room, the ship’s jail, offi-
cer’s country, post office, machine shops, and pilots’
ready rooms, as well as primary flight control and
the bridge high in the island over the flight deck.
Especially popular are the museum docents you’ll
meet throughout the ship.

Each is eager to share a personal story, an anec-
dote or amazing statistic, adding to your amazement
throughout your adventure. (Most visitors spend
three to four hours aboard Midway!)

Family-oriented activities for all ages abound:
three types of flight simulators, music videos, short
films, climb-aboard aircraft and cockpits, interactive
exhibits, “Ejection Seat Theater,” and much more. 

I love to travel, and this was a great experience
not just for me but for my entire family. I loved the
ship’s exhibits and the walking audio tour was
amazing, too. I would recommend you all take a
day and drive to San Diego to spend some time on
the ship and walk around the harbor area. 

Along the harbor there were lots of street per-
formers and artists, too. One of the street performers
had a birdstand and allowed everyone to take pho-
tos with his birds.

Well, thanks again for always stopping by and
reading my small section on outdoor and indoor
activities; until next month.

As always, 
be safe and Be Alive!

— Angel

Be
Alive!
Be
Alive!
Be
Alive!

A USS Midway life preserver and me.

A side view of the USS Midway.

Hello again, and 
Happy New Year!
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Midway
USS San Diego, CA

The USS Midway’s brig with me as a guest. Angel and a rader console.

The ticket office.

Aden, Kathy, and Angel under the “Kissing Sailor” statue.

A sailor’s first-aid kit.

A closeup of a F-8 Crusader, the Navy’s first supersonic fighter,
especially effective against enemy MiGs in Vietnam.

Angel and his
new friends 
“top of the 
morning to you”.

Aden and his
new friend

“nothing up my
sleeve”. 

Directions:
Take the 5/405 south to the San Diego
Airport exit (Sassafras Street). Merge onto
Kettner Boulevard. Turn right at W. Hawthorn
Street. Turn left at N. Harbor Drive. The USS
Midway is on your right.

ADDRESS: 
910 N. Harbor Dr., San Diego, Calif.,
92101, alongside the Navy Pier.

PARKING: There are more than 300 spaces
alongside Midway on Navy Pier (owned 
and operated by the Port of San Diego) 
for vehicles only.

NEARBY PARKING: Metered spaces are avail-
able on city streets ($1.25 per hour with a
two-hour limit). Downtown San Diego fea-
tures more than 50,000 parking spaces.
Some are within walking distance of the USS
Midway Museum. Many are a short pedicab
or taxi ride away.

HOURS: The USS Midway Museum is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily (except
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day). Last
admission is at 4 p.m.

GENERAL ADMISSION: $17 adults, 
$13 seniors (62+) and students (with valid ID), 
$10 retired military (with valid ID), 
$9 youth (ages 6-17).

MUSEUM AND DINING ON BOARD: 
The USS Midway Museum features the Fantail
Café - patio dining with a casual and friendly
atmosphere.

GIFT SHOP: The museum’s gift shop is centrally
located on the hangar deck, where sailors
once repaired jet engines. The newly expand-
ed facility features a wide range of apparel,
books, CDs, DVDs, San Diego souvenirs and
unique USS Midway memorabilia. 

Current prices.

The USS Midway
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