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Newsbriefs
TIRE PROJECT GETS GRANT: 
Public Works/Sanitation’s Terminal Island

Renewable Energy Project (TIRE) has been
selected as one of the Department of Energy’s
(DOE) 11 projects to receive grant support. The
funding is aimed at increasing scientific under-
standing about the potential of promising geo-
logic formations to safely and permanently store
carbon dioxide (CO2). The process involves iso-
lating and capturing CO2 from fossil fuel emis-
sions and injecting it in geologic formations for
permanent, safe storage. TIRE is a collaboration
between the City and Terralog Technologies.

“The Department of Public Works takes envi-
ronmental stewardship very seriously, and this is
a great opportunity for us to do even more, so we
are grateful for the grant support,” said Board of
Public Works President Cynthia M. Ruiz.

In a project first reported in Alive! more than
two years ago, the City has allocated surface
property at the Terminal Island Water
Reclamation Plant to drill up to three wells for
investigation of CO2 sequestration and
methane generation from injected biosolids.
Two wells have already been drilled and cored in
the area, and the DOE grant funding will sup-
port drilling of a new well to further character-
ize potential targets and seals for CO2 seques-
tration in the North Wilmington Graben area.

“We are honored to have the Terminal Island
Renewable Energy project selected for this
research grant,” said Sanitation Director
Enrique C. Zaldivar. “TIRE is already at the
forefront of technology, and we look forward to
seeing how the results of this additional research
can help us achieve our mission of protecting
public health and the environment.” 

The 2009 American Reinvestment and
Recovery Act funds $49.75 million of the $75.5
million in projects receiving grant support. For
the Carbon Capture and Storage project, the
grant funding is $4.8 million, $2 million of which
will support the cost to drill TIRE’s third well.
The research conducted will characterize the
Wilmington Graben for large-scale CO2 storage,
providing the City with an opportunity to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and improve environ-
mental management of municipal wastes.

TIRE is undertaken in partnership with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The U.S. Department of Energy and the National
Science Foundation also provide research sup-
port. Innovative technology used in the project
converts biosolids into clean energy by deep well
injection and geothermal biodegradation, seques-
tering greenhouse gases in the process.

The project is the nation’s first and only full-
scale application of biosolids injection technolo-
gy, which adapts petroleum industry technology
to convert biosolids into a new source of alterna-
tive green energy that can be utilized ultimately
to power 3,000 homes. Simultaneously, TIRE
captures and sequesters more than 83,000 tons
of greenhouse gases, the equivalent of taking
more than 14,000 cars off the road. 

The City has been granted a five-year experi-
mental permit from the U.S. EPA to evaluate the
viability of injecting biosolids into deep subsur-
face. Project site is located at the City’s Terminal
Island Water Reclamation Plant in San Pedro.
The demonstration project has been in operation
for more than a year, and the data shows forma-
tion injectivity and responses are very good.

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS: 
The community is invited to welcome in the

holiday season with the annual and festive
Victorian Christmas celebration from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sat. and Sunday, Dec. 5 – 6, at the
Banning Museum, 401 E. M Street, in
Wilmington. Admission for the event will be $5
for adults and $1 for children 12 and under.
Please call the Banning Museum for further
information about the event at (310) 548-7777
or click on www.thebanningmuseum.org

Much research has been done to ensure that
the museum will reflect realism in decor and dis-
play a re-creation of “A Southern California
Christmas.” In addition to tours of the museum,
guests will enjoy free transport on a horse-drawn
trolley between the museum and Drum
Barracks Civil War Museum, as well as specially
planned old-fashioned activities. Guests may
visit the Stage Coach Barn for Victorian-style
crafts, enjoy strolling Victorian entertainment
and complimentary cookies and hot cider and a
visit from jolly St. Nick! Lunch is available for
purchase in the sunken patio.

The museum is a Rec and Parks facility and
is operated in cooperation with Friends of
Banning Museum. 

Send in a photo of you and your car, and we might publish it!
Send us your information, too – name, title and City department, a phone 
number (we won’t print it) and a paragraph or two about why you love your car,

what kind of car and year it is, and maybe some fun details of how you got it,
how you restored it, etc. Send it all to: talkback@cityemployeesclub.com
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Life at times is full of tough decisions
and challenges like dealing with an

unruly neighbor or a boss you don’t get
along with. Tough decisions may come
about from those challenges or ones that
we bring upon ourselves, such as what car
to stuff in the garage between our washing
machine and the kids’ toys. For Public
Works/Street Services Reserve
Investigator Larry Ratel, that decision
was on his mind for a good six months
before he saw the light at the end of the
tunnel. Larry has owned 1950 Mercury, a
Dodge Ram Viper truck and assortment of
exotics, but he got rid of them for one rea-
son or another. When it came time for his
new ride, Larry wanted a car that looked
cool and could also transport his wife and
2-year-old daughter. What Larry stumbled
upon in his search was not only stunning
to look at and comfortable for the family
but also guaranteed him rock star parking
anywhere he desired.

The Buick Riviera name first dates back
to 1949, but it was not its own model. It
was simply an option that you could
upgrade to from the basic model. A few
years later, Ford came out with the very
successful Thunderbird that encompassed
style, comfort and handling, all in a pack-
age that people could enjoy from the cabin.

General Motors, hungry for a fierce com-
petitor for the T-Bird, went to the drawing
board and came up with a design with
Ferrari influences. Cadillac didn’t want the
design, and after a “lottery,” the Riviera
design was won by Buick. Buick unveiled
the Riviera on its own platform in 1963,
and it won over critics and consumers
immediately. This automobile looks good
painted; in primer, rusty, stock or cus-
tomized, and that is why I opted to have
one in my garage.

Larry’s ’63 Riviera is definitely an atten-
tion getter, to say the least. The first thing
that turns your head is the massive rims it
rides on. First off, the rims are a one-off
custom design by the previous owner and
are 20 inches high, 10.5 inches wide in front
and 11.5 inches wide in the rear. To fit these
wheels under the car, the wheel wells were
“tubbed.” That means that the wheel wells
were cut, widened and heightened. It is def-
initely not a job for the faint of heart, but
that’s what it takes to stand out.

The Riviera’s body has not been altered
in any way. The Seamist Blue paint the car
is wrapped in is fairly fresh and close to one
of the stock colors Buick opted for from
the factory. All Larry had to do with the
paint was color-sand it and buff it when he
got it home. The paint now shines ten

times better in both the sunlight and
moonlight. The seats are wrapped with
blue vinyl and suede that help keep the
Ratel family comfortable while cruising the
streets of Southern California.

Some people swap the stock Nailhead
motor out of these Rivieras for the more
common small-block Chevy, which I think
is just wrong. The Nailheads are great run-
ning motors, they sound spectacular, and
they have become more popular over the
past few years for those reasons (I put one
in my 1930 Ford). There is one downfall
with the Nailhead motors -- they are
expensive to rebuild when they break.
Needless to say, Larry’s Riviera has the
stock 401 Nailhead and the twin turbine
automatic transmission.

The last item we will tackle is the ride
height of the car. Air Ride Technologies air
bag system helps get the car up off the
ground to clear bumps and low enough to
lay the frame on the ground. Just to give
you an idea of how low it is driven, we hit
lane reflectors while taking a test drive.

Larry’s Riviera is always polished and
ready to cruise streets, highways, byways,
and avenues. One thing he doesn’t have to
cruise is parking lots, because his car
always gets VIP parking. That’s what you
get when you own a rock-star Riviera.

Proud of

your wheels?

Send In

A Photo!

The CarClub

The Rock-Star Riviera
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