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December Brings
Two ‘Big’ Ones

* A Message From the CEO *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Are you ready for the big one?
No, not Christmas! More about that in a minute.
I mean the earthquake that we, in Southern California, are

supposed to experience in the next 30 or 40 years, or as soon
as tomorrow. Are you prepared? Do you know what to do
when it happens?

That’s why it was flat-out awesome to see the City really
take charge of testing their systems, their procedures, their
equipment and their moxie during the recent Great ShakeOut
earthquake simulation. It was said to be the largest earth-
quake simulation in U.S. history, with millions taking part.
Well, I don’t know about all of that, but I do know that the
City was right on top of it. That’s when it’s really fun to have
a good assortment of Club Counselors and Alive! staffers, so
we can fan out across the City and record all the good things
going on. Hope you enjoy the story as much as we did putting
it together.

And while we’re on the subject, big, big thanks to City
staffers who really helped us out: Rick Thorstensen, Public
Works/Office of Public Works; Chris Ipsen, Emergency
Management; Enrique Hernandez, Rec and Parks; and
Luis Aguilar, Convention Center. Thanks, guys!

On to other interesting goings-on in Alive! this month: big
and unexpected thanks to Howard Ou, City Clerk’s Office,
who sent in a good story about the City’s poll workers. Have
to say, I was not aware of the City Employees who work for
the very foundation of our government, our elections. Good
story, Howard!

Have you ever gone to the top of Mt. San Jacinto in Palm
Springs? No, I mean, after you get off the tramway, going to
the top? Leave it to our own intrepid and irrepressible hiker,
Angel Gomez, who, with his Marine can-do spirit, hiked it
and high-tailed it to the top, right at sunset. I was up there
with him, and I can tell ya it was the best “Be Alive!” yet. We
really felt alive, until we dumped ourselves back in the car; we
had nothin’ left!

And I got a kick out of Madeline Bryant, Senior
Librarian in the Children’s Section, popping open those cool,
colorful and complex holiday books. What a resource our City
libraries are.

Which brings us to the holidays, the real big one. I can say
that the Club Store, and the Ticket Guy, Jessica Segura,
Lupe Medina and Robert Larios, have gone all-out to offer
some great gifts in our beautifully decorated Club Store for
that City Employee in your life. We know that the economy is
a challenge right now; we’ve kept the prices down, so why not
pick up some of these great, high-quality items? And remem-
ber, our ticket discounts are the best deal in the City.

But all of that aside, I want to wish you and yours the
absolute best-est of holiday seasons. My family – Kelley,
Noah, Isaiah and Hannah – and I send each and every Club
Member our warmest wishes for peace, love and all good
things.

See ya in 2009, sure to be the biggest and brightest Club
Year ever!

The Hawkins family wishes happy holidays to you and yours.

(jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com)

by John Hawkins
President and CEO, The Club
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