
58 November 2008 City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive!

People We See klsbj_bo OMMU

In this monthly feature, Club CEO John Hawkins and Director of
Member Services Angel Gomez introduce you to people you see 

every day, but you might not know who they are. The Club 
reminds you that we all have names and stories to tell.ô õ

No. 11 in a series.

in downtown Los Angeles.

Meet Dwayne Thomas.

AGE: SOKÒ

BIRTHPLACE: kÉï=lêäÉ~åëI=i~KÒ

MARITAL STATUS: j~êêáÉÇ=çåÅÉI=Äìí=åçï
ÇáîçêÅÉÇKÒ

FAMILY: cçìê=ÄêçíÜÉêë=~åÇ=ëáñ=ëáëíÉêëKÒ

RELIGION: _~éíáëíKÒ

FAVORITE CHILDHOOD MEMORY: dÉííáåÖ=ãó
ÇêáîÉêÛë=äáÅÉåëÉKÒ

MOVED TO THE CITY: ^Äçìí=íïç=óÉ~êë=~ÖçI=~ÑíÉê
eìêêáÅ~åÉ=h~íêáå~K=jó=ïçêâ=ÇêáÉÇ=ìéKÒ

EDUCATION: f Ü~îÉ=~=ÜáÖÜ=ëÅÜççä=Çáéäçã~=Ñêçã
gKpK=dêÉÉå=eáÖÜ=pÅÜççäKÒ

MILITARY: f=ï~ë=Çê~ÑíÉÇ=áåíç=íÜÉ=rKpK=^êãó=~åÇ
ï~ë=ëÉåí=íç=sáÉíå~ãK=f=ëÉêîÉÇ=Ñêçã=NVSS=íç=NVSV=~ë=~
ãÉÇáÅ=~åÇ=ë~ï=ãìÅÜ=ÑáÖÜíáåÖK=f=ëéÉåí=íáãÉ=áå=íÜÉ
jÉâçåÖ=aÉäí~K=f=Öçí=áåàìêÉÇ=ïÜÉå=f=ÑÉää=çå=~=éìåÖÉÉ
ëíáÅâ=x~=Ä~ãÄçç=ëÜççí=íÜ~íÛë=ÅìíI=ëÜ~êéÉåÉÇ=~åÇ
ÄìêáÉÇ=áå=~=éáíI=ëÉêáçìëäó=áåàìêáåÖ=~=ëçäÇáÉê=áÑ=ÜÉ=çê
ëÜÉ=ÑÉää=áåíç=íÜÉ=éáízK=qÜÉó=íçäÇ=ãÉ=fÛÇ=ÖÉí=~=mìêéäÉ
eÉ~êíI=Äìí=åÉîÉê=ÇáÇKÒ

IF YOU COULD WISH FOR ANYTHING, WHAT
WOULD IT BE? dÉííáåÖ=ìé=çÑÑ=íÜÉëÉ=ëíêÉÉíë=~åÇ
ÄÉáåÖ=ëÉäÑ=ëìÑÑáÅáÉåíK=dÉííáåÖ=~=àçÄ=áë=éêÉííó=ëäáã=Ñçê=~
Ää~Åâ=ã~å=ÄÉáåÖ=ãó=~ÖÉ=~åÇ=~ääKÒ

LAST JOB: f=ï~ë=~=ä~åÇëÅ~éÉê=áå=kÉï=lêäÉ~åëK=f=ÇáÇ
íÜáåÖë=äáâÉ=Åìí=éÉçéäÉÛë=Öê~ëëK=f=ÇáÇ=SM=ó~êÇë=~=ïÉÉâKÒ

FAVORITE SPORTS: cççíÄ~ää=~åÇ=Ä~ëâÉíÄ~ääKÒ

FAVORITE FOODS: jÉ~íäç~Ñ=ïáíÜ=âÉíÅÜìé=~åÇ=Üçí
ë~ìÅÉKÒ

FAVORITE MOVIE: f=äáâÉ=ëÅ~êó=ãçîáÉëKÒ

FAVORITE ACTOR: aÉåòÉä=t~ëÜáåÖíçåKÒ

FAVORITE TV SHOW: f=ÇçåÛí=ï~íÅÜ=ãìÅÜ=qsKÒ

FAVORITE MUSIC: g~òòI=çÑ=ÅçìêëÉKÒ

FAVORITE CANDY: eÉêëÜÉó=Ä~êKÒ

LAST BOOK READ: f=ï~åí=íç=êÉ~Ç=Shock DoctrineKÒ

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? f=äáîÉ=áå=~=íÉåí=çîÉê=çå
pÉîÉåíÜ=~åÇ=j~éäÉKÒ

ADVICE FOR EVERYDAY PEOPLE: gìëí=êÉãÉãÄÉê
íÜ~í=óçìÛêÉ=àìëí=çåÉ=é~óÅÜÉÅâ=~ï~ó=Ñêçã=ÄÉáåÖ=áå=íÜÉ
ë~ãÉ=ëáíì~íáçå=~ë=ãÉKÒ

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE WAR IN
IRAQ? fí=ëìÅâëK=fí=ï~ë=áåëíáíìíÉÇ=ÄÉÜáåÇ=~=äáÉKÒ

WHAT IS YOUR SOLUTION TO THE ECONOMICAL
CRISIS? tÉ=åÉÉÇ=íç=ÅêÉ~íÉ=~=åÉï=ëóëíÉã=~äíçÖÉíÜÉêKÒ

WHO ARE YOU VOTING FOR, FOR PRESIDENT?
lÄ~ã~>Ò

IF YOU WERE THE MAYOR, WHAT WOULD YOU
DO ABOUT THE HOMELESS SITUATION? cáêëí
íÜÉêÉÛë=åç=êççã=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ÜçãÉäÉëëK=qÜÉêÉÛë=VPIMMM
ÜçãÉäÉëë=çå=íÜÉ=ëíêÉÉíë=~åÇ=íÜÉêÉÛë=àìëí=åçí=ÉåçìÖÜ
êççãK=qÜÉ=ã~óçê=åÉÉÇë=íç=ÅêÉ~íÉ=ÜçìëáåÖ=çééçêíìåáJ
íáÉëK=qÜÉ=ãáëëáçåë=~êÉ=åçí=~=ëçäìíáçåX=íÜÉó=~êÉ=îÉêó
áåëíáíìíáçå~äáòÉÇ=~åÇ=îÉêó=ÇÉãÉ~åáåÖI=åçí=íç=ãÉåíáçå
ëÉêáçìëäó=çîÉêÅêçïÇÉÇKÒ

Who are the people you see every day?

The Club gave Dwayne a water bottle, three pairs of socks, a
$25 McDonald’s gift certificate, $20 and snacks.

qÜÉ=áåíÉêîáÉï=íççâ=éä~ÅÉ=lÅíK=OQ=~í=pÉÅçåÇ=~åÇ=içë=^åÖÉäÉë
píêÉÉíëI=açïåíçïå=içë=^åÖÉäÉëK

Newsbrief
SANITATION SUPPORTS 

FIRE VICTIMS:
Public Works/Sanitation stepped forward

Oct. 15 to provide additional support and assis-
tance to fire-stricken communities and victims
of the latest fires that have hit Los Angeles com-
munities.

Through the end of October, Sanitation
trucks went through the streets of fire-strick-
en communities to collect large bulky items
that have been damaged or destroyed by the
fires. Residents affected by the fires were
asked to place their fire-damaged bulky items
on their curb.

At the same time, Sanitation provided addi-
tional support directly to homeowners affected
by the fire. Homeowners who needed special
assistance or who had special material including
hazardous and electronic waste could request
the support by calling 3-1-1.

Residents who needed to dispose of haz-
ardous material, automotive products and/or
electronic waste could also take their material to
any of the City’s SAFE Centers. S.A.F.E stands
for Solvents, Automotives, Flammables and
Electronics - items hazardous to the environ-
ment that should not be disposed of in the reg-
ular trash.

STUDENT SMART PROGRAM: 
An expanded version of the Student Smart

program, which helps middle and high school
students improve study skills and SAT scores,
was launched by the Los Angeles Public Library
and Princeton Review in response to increased
demands from parents searching for help during
difficult economic times.

More than 200 Hollenbeck, Markham,
Stevenson and Gompers middle school students
helped launch the third year of Student Smart
Oct. 16, in Central Library’s Mark Taper
Auditorium. The middle schools are part of the
“Partnership for LA Schools” program created
by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa to improve read-
ing and literacy skills at 10 elementary, middle
and high schools.

“We have received more calls this year from
parents about Student Smart than past years,
and they say they want to take advantage of this
program because they cannot afford to pay for
similar programs during these hard economic
times,” said Georgette Todd, Director of the
Library’s Young Adult Services. “We have
expanded the number of workshops and semi-
nars because of the demand.”

The free program allows students to attend
PSAT and SAT seminars and take SAT practice
tests, a package that generally costs several hun-
dred dollars. The program also reviews tech-
niques to improve test scores, study habits, writ-
ing and skills for college preparation. This year,
the program will offer 133 Student Smart pro-
grams – 56 seminars and 77 SAT practice tests –
a more than 46 percent increase in programs
compared to last year.

The program is open to all middle school
and high school students and more than 10,000
students have taken advantage of the program
over the past three years. The “Student Smart”
seminars and workshops will be offered at the
downtown Central Library and at Los Angeles
Public Library’s branches Citywide. Also, as a
part of the program, libraries will offer more
PSAT and SAT books and other study materials.

The Student Smart schedule of seminars
and practice test sessions is available online at
www.lapl.org/studentsmart. Teens interested in
participating in a particular seminar are encour-
aged to contact the libraries where programs are
scheduled; pre-registration will be available and
is highly recommended.

For more information about the program,
call Young Adult Services at (213) 228-7510 or
visit the Library’s Web site at www.lapl.org/stu-
dentsmart.

Student Smart is made possible through
the generosity of Linda Duttenhaver, with
additional support provided by the Sterling
Foundation. Funding secured by the Library
Foundation of Los Angeles. To support the Los
Angeles Public Library, contact (213) 228-
7500 or www.libfnd@lap.org.
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