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* A Message From the CEO *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The first order of busi-
ness this month is to 
give a round of applause
to the hundreds of brave
City Employees who first
contained and then 
put out last month’s 
savage and violent fire 
in Griffith Park. LAFD,
Rec and Parks, General
Services, Animal
Services, LAPD,
Transportation and the DWP, to name a few, all
pulled together to do what your City does best: 
taking care of business, professionally and efficiently.
The entire world was watching this fire; not a single
home was lost, nor were there any significant injuries.
It was a testament to superb training and preparation
for disasters such as this by our City Employees.

To help you gain perspective on how big and danger-
ous this fire was, John Burnes (our very talented edi-
tor) and I scoured the City for pictures taken by City
Employees. We then interviewed Chief Park Ranger
Albert Torres and one of his Rangers, who were both
there on the front lines during the fire … and who will
remain there for the years it will take for the park to
recuperate. Read all about it and see the amazing
photos on page 33.

Also in this issue, we have two great stories on how
creativity, perseverance and ingenuity mix together 
to obtain efficient, renewable energy. The first story 
is about the Bureau of Sanitation’s T.I.R.E. project,
which takes biosolids (yes, biosolids; it’s exactly what
you think it is) and pumps them deep into the ground
to eventually create methane for energy production.
It’s fascinating. The world is watching this one, and
your fellow City Employees are making it happen.

The second story on renewable energy is about one 
of your fellow retirees, Ivan Forbes. He and his family
have turned their home into the most amazing exam-
ple of energy independence and efficiency. We have
an exclusive interview for you as well as pictures and
diagrams to see what he did.

We also have the winners of Dennis Zine’s annual 
“Z” Awards for Exzellence; Arlene Herrero and Angel
Gomez’s exclusive coverage of the Baker to Vegas
Race, with the results and lots of pictures; a fascinat-
ing story by Hynda Rudd in History Comes Alive;
coloring contest winners; and so much more.

So, once again, sit back and enjoy the best of what
the City has to offer: stories and photos of its 
employees and retirees in action.

Have an awesome June!

by John Hawkins
President and CEO, The Club

(jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com)
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