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His award is one of five for 2006-07, an
increase of two from last year. “There is so much
leadership amongst the Club family, we wanted
to recognize as much as possible,” said Club
CEO John Hawkins. “Every year we say we aren’t
going to be surprised with the quality of scholar-
ship amongst the Club family, but every year we
are amazed at their level of accomplishment.”

The Club congratulates all the winners of the
Club Scholarship for 2006.

Irvin Shannon
First-place winner ($3,500)

At Daniel
Murphy Catholic
High School,
from which he
just graduated,
Irvin was
involved in the
Honor Roll (first
honors), Student
Council, Senior
Class Secretary,
S c i e n c e
Olympiad partic-
ipant, Year Book
C o m m i t t e e ,
C a m p u s
M i n i s t r y ,
National Honor

Roll, National Honor Society, California
Scholarship Federation and Who’s Who Among
High School Students.

Outside of school, he was the president of ush-
ers at the Greater Ebenezer Baptist Church,
where he was assistant secretary for the youth
choir and the vice president of the Monday Night
Youth Ministry.

He was a tutor and a project coordinator at the
West Angeles Community Development
Corporation. He worked part time in General
Services/Street Services, and in retail.

After graduating from Howard University in
four years, Irvin hopes to continue working for
the City (although full time). He wants to
become a professional urban planner. “I hope to
conduct many structural improvements
throughout the city, with an increase in aesthet-
ic beauty, including wider sidewalks, more trees
and an increase in affordable housing for seniors
and low-income families. My goal is to use my
career to affect the daily lives of the citizens in a
positive manner.”

Charisse Segee
Second-place winner ($2,000)

“My career goal
is in the field of
social work,” writes
Charisse Segee, a
graduate of San
Diego State
University who
begins work on her
Master’s degree at
USC in the fall.

“I have chosen
this path because
it will allow me to
be an advocate
for children, fami-
lies and the 

community.”
Her mother, Juliet Segee, is a Senior

Investigator II, Public Works.
Charisse has already been working in her cho-

sen field, giving of her talents at youth-based
group homes, courts and community centers in
San Diego.

At San Diego State, she was a member of the
National Psychology Honor Society and the
Dean’s List (all four years) in the College of
Sciences.

Jenny Arzate
Third-place winner ($1,000)

Jenny Arzate is
a big advocate of
the power of arts
to transform com-
munities and
those who live in
them.

She is also a
current City
employee who’s
gone back to
school. She grad-
uated from Long
Beach City
College recently
and will be pur-
suing her

Bachelor’s degree at UCLA in the fall.
Jenny is a Clerk Typist at Pershing Square, Rec

and Parks.
“I believe that my passion for alternative arts

[graffiti] has driven me to network and establish
connections with leaders in the community that
will help me pursue my goals in the arts after col-
lege,” she writes. “My dream is to introduce pos-
itive graffiti art programs at schools and after-
school facilities in the inner city. I feel that I have
already given myself a head start by volunteering
on committees that include this type of program-
ming. Thus far, I have been very successful in see-
ing my goals through to fruition.”

At Long Beach City College, she has been a
mentor in the Leaders Across Campus program
and volunteered as a Viking Volunteer. In the
community, she was coordinator of the Los
Angeles Graffiti Art Coalition, was involved in
the Long Beach Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Center’s Art and Film Festival, and
contributed to the committee for Cultural
Affairs’ Art Matters Conference.

Danica Valencia
Fourth-place winner ($500)

D a n i c a
Valencia has
great respect for
the hard work
and sacrifices her
parents have
made, to afford
her education.

“I am the first
in the family to
be on my way to
getting a college
degree,” she
writes. “My
father did not

have enough money to go to college, and my
mother was unable to finish. In spite of that, every-
thing they own to this day, they have earned by
themselves and from scratch. They have done this
and were still able to raise me, my sister and two
younger brothers. I admire them for that.”

Her mother, Edwina, is a Clerk/Typist, Library.
Her father, Danilo, is a baker.

She graduated from Clark Magnet High
School in the spring. She will attend the
University of California, Irvine, in the fall. Her
goal: to be a lawyer.

“I intend to succeed in my major of criminolo-
gy, law and society … Being that I anticipate
working in the district attorney’s office as an
assistant or deputy district attorney … I plan on
continuing my education in law school to get 
my J.D.”

At Clark Magnet High School, she was on the
Class of 2006 Committee, the Jr. Prom
Committee, the Chess Club, the Law Club, the
Dance Club and the Engineering Club. She vol-
unteered at the Atwater Branch of the Los
Angeles Public Library and with the intramural
sports program at Clark. She performed in the
Passion play at Holy Family Church.

“I have heard stories of the struggles my par-
ents faced growing up, and I am thankful that
they have been strong enough to pull through,”
she says. “They have always emphasized the
importance of a good education and the signifi-
cance it will play in my future.”

Jasmin Martinez
Fourth-place winner ($500)

“I remember
entering high
school with the
impression that I
would not be
capable of
achieving high
success because I
was afraid of
R a m o n a
Convent’s high
standards … but
I was unaware of
how much I am
capable of.’

And how:
Here is just a

partial list of Jasmin’s activities at Ramona
Convent Secondary School, from
which she graduated in May: Class
president. Class vice president. ASB
public relations. Hispanic Society.
Ambassadors Club. Science Club.
Basketball. Cross country. Volleyball.
Track and field. Retreat leader.
Outstanding Senior Coaches’ Award.
Triathlete Award. J.V. Basketball
Coach’s Award.

And she volunteers at Alhambra
Hospital and has participated in
Relay for Life and an AIDS walk.

She will study at Cal State Los
Angeles in the fall, majoring in social
work.

Her mother, Maria, is a Bindery
Worker for the DWP.

“I may not have been the most
valuable player on any of the sports
teams, but I found joy in cheering my
teammates on,” she says. “I have
always been the smallest girl on the
team, but I have the biggest heart
and the loudest voice.

“My principal once told me that there are two
types of people. There are people who put the
parade together, and there are others who watch
the parade go by. My goal is to lead the parade
consistently with a college education and over-
come the financial difficulty it may bring me and
my family.”
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First-place winner Irvin Shannon and his mother, Shelia, accept the
award at the Club headquarters.


