
www.cityemployeesclub.com City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive! n April 2006 3

Alive! April 2006  
The newspaper of the 

City Employees Club of Los Angeles

City Department Coverage:
Animal Services

Officers Thwart Purse Snatching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Airports
LAX Police Recognized For Saving Lives. . . . . . . . . 9
Detective Commended by the FBI. . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

The Club
Annual Meeting Celebrates Achievements. . . . . . . 17

Fire Department
LAFD Honors Firefighter of the Year . . . . . . . . . . 16
LAFD Opens Station 83 in Encino . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

General Services
General Services Swearing-In Ceremony . . . . . . . . . 8
Tommy Walker Retires from Fleet Services. . . . . . . 10

Harbor
Harbor Employees Club Golf Tournament. . . . . . . . 7
Art on the Waterfront Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Housing
Recognizing Exemplary Employees. . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Library
Libraries Win Green Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

Police Department
Central City Police Boosters’ Awards Ceremony . . 18
Bone Marrow Transplant Registration Drive . . . . . 21
Baker to Vegas Relay Time Trials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
LAPD Swearing-In Ceremony for Promotions. . . . 23

Public Works
Toastmasters Group Holds Speech Contest . . . . . . 25
Street Services Hosts Scholarship Luncheon . . . . . 40

Rec and Parks
Lighthouse Hosts Spring Garden Show . . . . . . . . . 24

ZOO
Zoo Presents Big Bunny’s Spring Fling. . . . . . . . . . 24

Other Stories:

LAABP Salutes Outstanding Employees . . . . . . . . 39
LAABP Hosts Annual African Marketplace . . . . . . 40

LACES City Engineers Awarded at Banquet . . . . . 15

LAPRAAC Baker to Vegas Relay Time Trials . . . . . 22

WPAAA Honors History Makers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

Sections & Columns

Adventures With Hal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Alive! Around the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

Bulletin Board for Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

CEO Column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Club Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Cooking With the Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Counselor/Representatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Back Cover

Crossword Puzzle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Entertainment Trivia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Events 411. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

History Comes Alive! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Life’s Important Moments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

Movie and Book Reviews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Picture Perfect Contest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Question of the Month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Retirees Column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

Retiree Question of the Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Retirees on the Move . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Smart Money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Ticket and Gift Order Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Travel Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Tuned In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Where in LA? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Who’s Got the Popcorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Word on the Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Working Matters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Features
Cover Story:

17 Lineman’s Rodeo
It’s up, up and away for the dedicated teams of DWP
Lineman at the Lineman’s Rodeo May 6. City Employees
are invited to the fun; it’s not open to the general public.
Photo by Club Member Services Manager Angel Gomez.

1 More Club Scholarships
The Club adds two more scholarships in its member program,
bringing the total to five. Plus, there’s a new deadline: May 31.

1 FlyAway to LAX
Club Board Chair Mike Biagi, Airports, is instrumental in bringing
FlyAway bus service from downtown’s Union Station to LAX.
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Central City Police Boosters awards its Policemen of the 
Year awards.

20 St. Patrick’s Day
Alive! has fun at the annual St. Pat’s Pershing Square party and
downtown parade.

29 Honoring Tommy, Rene and Rick
The City marks the one-year anniversaries of the deaths of 
Airport Officer Tommy Scott, and Rick Garris and Rene Flores 
of Public Works.

37 Club Insurance
Are you protecting your family? Find out about all the Club’s
excellent (and affordable) insurance programs.
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Page 17Lineman’s Rodeo
Shows DWP Skill

Bet you didn’t know that
our DWP is the largest

municipal utility in the
good ol’ USA! And, as you
can imagine, supplying
water and electricity to
more than 3.87 million resi-
dents of this great City is a
grueling, and often thank-
less, task. Just one of the many jobs required of DWP
employees is installing, repairing and maintaining thousands
of power poles and lines throughout California, Nevada and
Utah. It’s a dangerous job, as you can see from the front
cover shot. To recognize the profession of “line
work” as well as demonstrate the safety, skill
and education of electric line-
man, the DWP is hosting the
annual Lineman’s Rodeo May
6. Employees from every City
department are welcome to
come and have fun. After you
take another look at the
awe-inspiring cover
photo, go to page 17
for all the details.

On a different
note, if you’re like
me, you appreciate
the lower cost and
flight availability of LAX;
but, you dread the bumper-
to-bumper traffic of getting
there. Well fear no more, the
Union Station to LAX FlyAway has
just begun service. See the front page for the story and take
special note of our fearless leader, Mike Biagi, who was an
instrumental team member in bringing this idea to reality.

Now, let’s talk about something bizarre, mind numbing,
gluttonous, comedic and thoroughly entertaining …
RenFair, more formally known as the Renaissance Faire. If
you’ve never been you must go, and if you’ve been before go
for old time’s sake. It’s from April 8 through May 21,
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. This year it’s
at the Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area. The Club has tickets
at an unheard-of 40 percent off for adults and 34 percent off
for kids (adult Club price, $13.75; child Club price, $8.25.
Regular prices are $22.50 and 12.50, respectively). Life is
short; go to “RenFair” and live large!

Also, Michelle (a.k.a Club Events Guru) is already mak-
ing plans for ClubFest 2006. We’re putting the call out for
bands that want to audition, so if you know of any City
employees who play in a band, tell them to contact us (see
the notice on page 14).

Last but not least, a big shout out to Lori Gastelum and
her son, Steven. Lori sent us an awesome photo to add to
our Alive! Around the World feature that you have to see. It’s
on page 42. Go ahead, take a look.

That’s it for now. Enjoy your Alive!

Until next month,

jhawkins@cityemployeesclub.com

p.s. And don’t forget to see a great shot of our 
“Mr. Los Angeles” on page 20!

by John Hawkins
President and CEO, The Club

* A Message From the CEO *
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