
www.cityemployeesclub.com City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive! n January 2006 25www.cityemployeesclub.com City Employees Club of Los Angeles, Alive! n January 2006 25

n Club toy drive is big
success.

THE CLUB — One hundred and fifty-
six toys!

That’s the grand total – and we do
mean grand – that Club Members
generously contributed to the
Club’s annual toy drive, which con-
cluded Dec. 16.

Last year, the Club collected 60
toys, an excellent total. This year’s goal
was 80 toys. The actual collection was
almost double the goal.

The Club thanks everyone who took part.

The drive benefited the LAPD Central City
Police Boosters. Some of the toys were

to be distributed to City
Employees in hardship, too.

Some of the toys were pur-
chased using funds collect-
ed through a special raffle
at ClubFest in October.
The special raffle raised
more than $400.

This was the third year
that the Club participated

in the holiday toy drive. We’ll
let you know in plenty of time

about next year’s toy drive.

Lots of Toys for Girls and Boys

The Club is grateful for the toys Members donated to the Club Toy Drive. Posing with just some of the collected toys were
Club staffers (from left) Angel Gomez, Howard Pompel, Sara Fama, Brian Trent, Jessica Segura and Ticket Guy (Navin
Cotton).

n Central Library features
exhibit of classic travel posters.

LIBRARY — Bombay, Oaxaca and Bermuda are
among the many exotic locations featured in Far
and Wide: The Golden Age of Travel Posters, an exhi-
bition of vintage travel posters from the collec-
tion of the Los Angeles Public Library on
view through May 7 at the Central
Library’s Getty Gallery, 630 W. Fifth St.,
downtown.

The exhibit features more than 60 travel
posters from the library’s collection, which
has never before been exhib-
ited and includes material
from the 1920s through the
1940s. These exquisite
posters celebrate travel by
steamship, airline and rail-
road to exotic destinations
around the world.
Highlights include posters
for the 1936 Munich
Olympics, a depiction by
Hubert Herkomer of the
legendary French oceanliner
Normandie, two examples of
Italian Futurist design by
Marcello Nizzoli and
Alberto Trancisi, posters
promoting travel throughout
the Far East, and more.

Many of the posters date from the 1920s,
which began an era of travel and its promotion
via postersunprecedented before or since. This
restless generation shared a passion for adventure
unlike any other, and the economic boom years
following the war provided the means and the
leisure to indulge their lust for travel.

The early posters often present ideal landscapes,
as in the California/New York Central poster by Jon
Brubaker. After the mid-1920s, the predominant
artistic style becomes Art Deco and the posters
reflect this era’s love of modernism, speed, machines
and desire to experience the exoticism of faraway

places, in a way no other form can. Although travel
posters are enjoyed for their evocative beauty today,
they were originally produced for commercial pur-
poses. Steamship lines, airlines and railways commis-
sioned the posters to encourage visitors to experi-
ence the advertised destinations by using their serv-
ices. Due to the posters’commercial nature, they
were printed on the least expensive paper and were

expected to have a
life of only eight
weeks. Because
there was no gen-
eral agreement
that these works
had artistic merit,
they were often
handled carelessly.

These condi-
tions, as well as a
1986 fire at the
Central Library,
where this collec-
tion was stored,
make the survival
of these posters
miraculous, says
exhibition curator
and travel poster
expert Louis
Bixenman. “We

are fortunate to have them today as an
exhilarating visual memory of the Jazz
Age. They offer tantalizing hints of what

it must have been like during an unprecedented
era of travel to exotic and romantic destinations.”

The exhibition is free and open during library
hours: Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; and Sunday, 1-5 p.m.

Far and Wide: the Golden Age of Travel Postersis
sponsored by the Library Foundation of Los
Angeles, with support from Lillian and Jon Lovelace.

To support the Los Angeles Public Library,
please call (213) 228-7500.

The library is closed holidays. For more infor-
mation, the public can call (213) 228-7500 or vis-
itwww.lapl.org/events

Golden Age of Travel




