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addresses of the people and locations to send
your comments.

This plan–or whatever plan is finally
approved—will have a lot to say about the way
thousands of City employees spend their
working days for many years to come, so don’t
be shy about speaking up.

The FAA decision came in response to a
request from the Board of Airport
Commissioners, which voted unanimously
Aug. 11 to request the extension after receiv-
ing a letter from Los Angeles Mayor Jim Hahn
expressing support of a City Council resolu-
tion calling for a total public comment period
of 120 days.

The Proposed Modernization Plan
July 9, Mayor Jim Hahn released the envi-

ronmental analysis and further details of his
plan to modernize LAX as an integral part of a
Southern California regional air transportation
system.

“The goal of creating this Enhanced Safety
and Security Master Plan is to modernize LAX
to protect one of Los Angeles’ key economic
engines,” he said. “At the same time, the plan
addresses community interests and concerns
by designing the facility to serve only LAX’s
fair share of the total regional air service mar-
ket.”

The LAX Master Plan was placed on a fed-
eral streamlining list earlier this year to help
facilitate the environmental review process at
the federal level.

Mayor Hahn, who serves as the Chair of the
U.S. Conference of Mayors Airport Safety and
Security Task Force, announced his intention
to prepare an alternative to the LAX Master
Plan on October 8, 2001. Since then, planners,

engineers and environmental consultants have
been working with airport officials to further
develop the plan and analyze its environmental
impact.

The plan designs the future airport to
accommodate approximately 78.9 million
annual passengers and 3.1 million annual tons
of cargo. These traffic volumes are consistent
with the goals established in the Southern
California Association of Governments 2001
Regional Transportation Plan to promote
growth of underutilized airports in outlying
areas and to achieve a more decentralized dis-
tribution of future air traffic around the
region.

Mayor Hahn said the
approxi-
mately
$9 billion plan
would be designed and con-
structed in phases over an 11-year period
beginning in late 2004. The program would be
financed through a combination of airport
funding mechanisms, including revenue
bonds, grants, concession revenues, Passenger
Facility Charges, leases and landing fees.
Mayor Hahn pledged that no taxpayer dollars
would be expended from the City’s General
Fund.

The construction of airport improvements
suggested in the plan would create nearly
49,000 direct construction-related jobs, pump-
ing millions of dollars into the local economy.
Mayor Hahn said it would be the largest pub-
lic works project in America to require Project
Labor Agreements (PLA).

The plan addresses four crucial areas: 

(1) airfield, including runway and taxiway
safety improvements; 

(2) ground access (roadways, transit),
automobile parking and rental cars; 

(3) terminal facilities; and 

(4) security concerns.

Airfield Improvements
The North and South dual runway complex-

es would be modified to improve safety
through the addition of center parallel taxi-
ways between the runways. The FAA’s latest
airport design criteria would be applied to all
new facilities developed as part of the plan.
The North and South airfield usage would be
balanced by lengthening the North runways.
These airfield modifications would improve
aircraft maneuvering, reduce taxi delay, and
increase airfield safety.

Redeveloped Central Terminal Area (CTA)
Today, LAX serves its passengers

through a combination of less than 4
million square
feet of terminal

landside and airside
buildings. This well-used space is inade-

quate by today’s standards and prevents the
flexibility to respond to changing security
needs.

The LAX Master Plan proposes to bring LA
X’s terminal facilities into the 21st century by
creating a new central landside terminal in the
space now occupied by the CTA parking
structures. Passenger and baggage screening
conducted by the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) would take place in this
facility and in close proximity to the aircraft
gate areas. This new passenger terminal would
be connected to a new North Linear
Concourse replacing Terminals 1, 2, 3 and the
north side of the Tom Bradley International
Terminal (TBIT). The Bradley Terminal would
be redesigned to add a new passenger con-
course and aircraft gate area on its existing
west face. A new Satellite Concourse would
be constructed west of TBIT and would be
connected to the main terminal by a secure
underground people mover. Existing
Terminals 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 would be refur-

bished, as necessary, and connected to the
new main terminal building.

The new terminal and passenger concourses
would occupy more than 6.5 million square
feet of space and bring LAX’s passenger facili-
ties up to today’s international and domestic
standards for all functional spaces.

Normalized Operations Under Heightened
Security

The focus of Mayor Hahn’s plan for LAX is
to normalize passenger operations under any
security circumstance. Meeting security
requirements at LAX today are expensive and
disruptive to the daily movement of people
and goods through the airport and on local
area streets. The Master Plan improvements
would create the space and separation needed
to balance the needs of airport users with the
facilities, systems and tactics necessary to pro-
tect lives and airport infrastructure from those
who aim to disrupt and destroy commerce in
the United States. The plan provides the space
and flexibility necessary to meet the evolving
federal security requirements.

The plan would employ the latest evolving
technologies to identify and intercept all
threats through checked and carry-on bag-
gage. It would also eliminate the possibility of
major disruptions to airport operations by
removing all non-essential vehicles from the
Central Terminal Area/central processing area
of the airport.

A security analysis of the Enhanced Safety
and Security Alternative performed by Science
Applications International Corporation
(SAIC) is included in the Draft Master Plan
Addendum. It concludes that Alternative D is
“overwhelmingly a better plan for LAX than
the No Action/No Project Alternative. The
ability of Alternative D to be flexible to meet
future security needs is an optimal, forward
thinking design.” SAIC is the nation’s largest

A diagram of the proposed expansion and modernization of LAX.

LAX Modernization: What Do You Think? … So Tell ’Em

LAX Master Plan
Continued from Page 1



Three more 
public hearings 
have been scheduled to
gather public input on 
the proposed LAX 
expansion plan.

Let your voice be heard by attending
one or more of the three. They are:

— Monday, October 20
5 – 9 p.m. 
Doubletree Hotel 
International Ballroom 
888 Montebello Blvd.
Rosemead 

— Wednesday, October 22
5 – 9 p.m.
Granada Hills Charter High School 
Highlander Hall 
10535 Zelzah Ave.
Granada Hills

— Saturday, October 25
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
EPIC Center/Olympic Swim Stadium 
Community Hall 
3980 South Menlo Ave.
Los Angeles

How to Respond

Make your opinions known!
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employee-owned research and engineering
company, providing information technology,
systems integration and eSolutions to com-
mercial and government customers.

The SDEIS/EIR and Draft Master Plan
Addendum is available to the public for review
in a variety of ways. Copies are available in 50
local and regional libraries, at the LAX Master
Plan Public Reading Room located at the
Imperial Terminal/Flight Path Learning
Center at 6661 Imperial Highway and other
locations across the region. The documents
can also be viewed in their entirety on the
Internet at www.laxmasterplan.org or pur-
chased in various formats, including CD-
ROM, by contacting Printco Graphics at
(323) 727-6668.

Following the conclusion of the public com-
ment period, the FAA, airport staff and its
consultants will respond to comments and
make any needed revisions based on the pub-
lic input. The result will be a Final
Environmental Impact Statement/
Environmental Impact Report that will be
forwarded to the Board of Airport
Commissioners, the Los Angeles City
Planning Commission, and then the Los
Angeles City Council for review and action.
Following City approvals, the plan will be
forwarded to the FAA for coordination of
final review and issuance of a Record of
Decision.

— Los Angeles World Airports provided source
information for this story

Airport traffic congestion is significantly reduced through new internal airport roads
capable of handling passenger volume and expanded direct transit access, as well as

proposed mitigation measures calling for direct freeway access.
Alternative D uses the area bounded by Aviation Boulevard, Arbor Vitae Street, La Cienega

Boulevard and Imperial Highway as a comprehensive on-airport access area. This area would
provide access to the new Ground Transportation Center and Intermodal Transportation
Center, and add 36 lane-miles of new airport access roads to improve the flow of traffic.

Proposed mitigation measures would provide direct connection from the I-405 and I-105
Freeways with grade-separated roadways into the new internal airport roadway system.

The development of a Consolidated Rental Car Facility further reduces airport area traffic
congestion. Each of these new ground access facilities would be connected to the airport ter-
minal area by an Automated People Mover System. The automated people mover trains would
operate to the Central Terminal Area from stations at each of the nodal points with an average
2-minute frequency.

Ground Transportation Center (GTC)
The GTC is proposed as the pick-up and drop-off place for LAX travelers. It would replace

the curbside drop-off area in the Central Terminal Area (CTA). The GTC would have eight sep-
arate 1400-foot-long curbsides connecting arrival and departing passengers to two separate and
redundant people mover train stations. The curbsides would be identified through electronic
signage designating airline and function. Curbside check-in would be available at the departing
curbs for those needing or desiring this service.

Hourly structural parking would be available adjacent to the train stations to encourage
greeters and well-wishers to stay with or meet passengers in the CTA. The GTC would also pro-
vide 7,500 structural parking spaces for long-and short-term use.

Airport security screening of passengers and baggage would be conducted at the GTC. The
facility would be designed to accommodate security mechanisms such as limitations on the size
and type of vehicles allowed at the curbs and in the parking garages, uniformed and plain-
clothes officers, canine patrol units, advanced technology devices and behavioral observation.
The GTC would have the space and flexibility to normalize airport operations even while
responding to heightened security needs.

Intermodal Transportation Center (ITC)
The ITC would be the LAX connecting point for the Metro Rail Green Line light rail, region-

al transit buses, and future Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) rapid buses. The ITC would
have a direct connection by a power walkway to the Green Line light rail station at Aviation
Boulevard and Imperial Highway.

The ITC would also provide 9,100 structural parking spaces. An adjacent lot would offer
5,500 surface parking spaces. Structural parking would be for daily (less than seven days) busi-
ness travelers and surface parking would likely be used by long-term and weekly travelers. The ITC

would be conveniently connected to the CTA by the airport Automated People Mover System.
The same airport security screening used in the GTC would also be employed at the ITC.

Consolidated Rental Car Facility (RAC)
All on-airport rental car companies would have their facilities in a single, consolidated loca-

tion. Ready and return structural spaces would abut a people mover station to facilitate easy
roll-on or roll-off, non-stop service to the CTA. Rental car quick turnaround service areas, per-
sonnel offices, maintenance facilities and car storage lots would radiate from the ready and
return spaces for maximum rental car company efficiency. The consolidation into one rental car
center would facilitate directional signage for RAC customers to and from adjacent interstate
highways and local streets.

The same airport security screening used in the GTC and ITC would also be employed at the
RAC prior to passengers boarding the Automated People Mover System.

Automated People Mover System (APM)
The new facilities would be built with People Mover Stations that service the CTA. Service

would be available every 2 minutes with an average wait of just one minute. The APM would
provide non-stop service from the GTC to the CTA in approximately 5 minutes. Service from
the ITC to the CTA, with just one stop at the RAC, would be less than 8 minutes.

Each APM station would have two tracks and be designed in a flow-through manner, where-
by entering and exiting passengers use opposite sides of the car. The People Mover trains would
be designed to easily and efficiently accept both roll-on luggage and baggage carts.

The APM would operate on elevated structures so as not to interfere with existing roadways.

Artist’s rendering of the Intermodal Transportation Center.

Ground Access

The LAX Master Plan process has been designed to be a careful and thoughtful analy-
sis that reflects the concerns of the public and their representatives.

LAWA and the FAA invite and encourage you to thoroughly review these documents
and provide us with any comments you may have. Comments may be provided on any of
three ways: 

■ Written comments submitted at the Public Hearings 

■ Oral comments recorded by a court reporter at the Public Hearings 

■ Written comments submitted to either, or both, of the follow: 

David B. Kessler, AICP
U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration
P.O. Box 92007
Los Angeles, CA 90009-2007

Jim Ritchie 
City of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles World Airports
LAX Master Plan Office
P.O. Box 92216
Los Angeles, CA 90009-2216
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Additional Information:

■ All official comments must be received by 5 p.m., Pacific Standard Time, Friday,
Nov. 7, 2003. 

■ The public review period for the Draft EIS/EIR was previously conducted from
January 18, 2001 to November 9, 2001. 

■ In accordance with the requirements of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the FAA and the City of
Los Angeles will prepare written responses to all comments submitted on the Draft
EIS/EIR, including comments on both the Draft EIS/EIR and on the Supplement.
Those comments and responses will be included in the Final EIS/EIR that will be
considered by decision-makers prior to any action on the LAX Master Plan.

Wanna be heard? What do you think about the LAX modernization plans? Write to Alive!, and we’ll print your comments: talkback@cityemployeesclub.com


