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4th Annual Los Angeles

St. Patrick’s Day Parade:
March 14, 2003

ver wonder how the Los Angeles St. Patrick’s Day Parade got
Estarted? Well, we were curious so we decided to find out.
Here’s the scoop:

The parade was founded by Fire Captain Richard Andrade. He has
been with the Los Angeles Fire Department for 27 years, of which 15 years
were spent as a Captain at his current assignment at Fire Station 3 located in
the downtown metro area.

Captain Andrade’s effort began in 1999 when the local and national

Honorary Consul of Ireland

R. Lee Ermey from the History
Channel’s popular “Mail Call” show

news featured extensive coverage of the New York St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. He realized that there was no major St. Patrick’s Day Parade or
celebration in Los Angeles. Since the major St. Patrick’s Day Parades are on
the East Coast, he decided to see if he could change that. He formed a committee
of volunteers and on March 17, 2000, Los Angeles had its first ongoing St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. “We have become one of the most popular and exciting parades in Los
Angeles and we're rapidly becoming one of the largest St. Patrick’s Day
Parades on the West Coast. Hopefully in the near future we'll be the largest
in the country,” says a very energetic Captain Andrade

According to sources, there have been other parade efforts in and around Los Angeles, how-
ever none have been as successful as this effort. Captain Andrade sums the parade up by saying,
“Our goal has been to reflect the pride of the Fire Department, the Police Department and the
community at large. Our event also reflects the pride of Irish American Heritage and Culture. We
take great care to ensure that this parade will be something that everyone in the community will

be proud of. We also believe that this parade will stand the test of time.”
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